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Forty-ninth Pennsylvania, and the Forty-third York. They were well officered and well drilled; an< under Hancock's training they soon acquired the steadi ness and nerve of veterans. Even before he led then into an engagement, he felt and knew that they coul< be depended upon in any emergency. Nor did the; forfeit his confidence. He little knew what these regp ments were to do for him. His purpose and aim i their drill and tuition were to create an arm for effectiv service in the cause of his country. But it was goo material with which to work, and he fashioned a instrument that was to make his name immortal.
As soon as "Smith's division landed at Hampton, was sent to lead the advance on the left of the Yorl town lines, where McClellan thought he had discoverc a weak spot, near Lee's Mill. This was a dam covex^c by a battery. Here four companies of the Vermoi troops crossed the creek, wading breast-deep under-heavy fire from eighteen guns, and carried the Co~ federate rifle-trenches. Failing to receive reinforc ments, they were obliged to retire.
In the meantime the army had been feeling its w: through the woods, and Hancock's brigade was sent the right, making a reconnoissance in force and develo ing the enemy's lines in a direction where the Uiii< line was not yet complete. The result of this reco noissance, when the attempt to break the enemy's li on the left had failed, was to determine Genoi McClellan upon taking Yorktown by siege ; and frc the 7th of April until the evacuation of Yorktown, 3V1 3^, Hancock and his brigade were constantly on clx;  He declared himself without hesitation.ess.
